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k Brunswick East PS Newsletter
Term 1 Week 2 ‘

Welcome back to the new school year. How fast the first two weeks has already gone. We have been
working really hard to get consistency in language across they school, particularly with our school
values, behaviours and expectations. Your child may come home talking about some things such
ajor and minor behaviours and hopefully becoming familiar with our school values of Respect,
ponsibility, Inclusion and Creativity. In each newsletter we will have a section on SWPBS and
plaining it a bit further. We will also have a focus on a particular positive behaviour each fortnight
k that you can discuss with your child and we will be teaching directly in class.

We are excited to be combining out Meet and Greet and a new School Council run Welcome to BEPS
picnic. Join us on the 17" to mingle and have your say on school plans.

The buildings are really starting to take shape. While there are still some major things to occur it is
great that we can see how wonderful our school will look. We have had a major site clean now but
please let the office know if you see any mess or anything unsafe.

Please ensure your child has a hat for this term. Students without a SunSmart hat will be required to
play in the Agora or attend Chill out club in the Italian room.

We have a number of new staff you may have alreay met. We welcome Julia to our 5/6 team, Marisa
as our new Assistant Principal, Rachel as our new business manager and Charlotte and Delta as new
education support. We are so lucky to have them all on the BEPS team.

Just a reminder to please us LC emails when contacting staff. This ensures your email is seen in a
timely manner and by all who need to see it. For things such as early pick ups or change of plans
during the day please always contact the office as teachers will not be able to access their emails \
while teaching.

Have a great week,

Important Term 1 Dates
Tuesday 17" February
Meet the teachers - Triciclo 5-6 pm Bicicletta 6-7 pm
Whole school picnic 3:30pm

Erin

Thursday 19" February -
Meet the teachers - Il Nido 5-6 pm Terra verde - 6-7pm

Tues 24" - Thursday 26™ March - Schoo
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Home Reading

At BEPS, our students are at the centre of everything we do. Our school celebrates the diversity

of each child, embracing the whole student. We set high expectations for all learners, because we

that with the right support, every child can reach their full potential.

incredibly engaged community is one of the key features that sets us apart. Our school is

uly part of an extended family, and we promote home-school partnerships and open

k communication. We cherish how our community contributes in shaping a nurturing, creative
learning environment where both academic and social growth can thrive.
The Department has implemented changes to the curriculum and the teaching of reading which
has meant it is important to clarify home reading and how we support students to develop
reading skills at home.

Why Home Reading?

There are many documented benefits of reading at home with your child. BEPS supports home reading
because it provides additional practice opportunities; it develops confidence and fluency in our beginning
readers; it helps expose students to different types of texts and new vocabulary; and it solidifies for
children that their family home is also a place of learning.

What Should We Be Reading?

Home reading should always be a place to consolidate skills students are being taught at school. We
strongly believe that it is not the responsibility of parents to be teaching students how to read. Home
reading is a chance to consolidate and practice skills introduced at school, and enjoy reading for pleasure
with the expert readers in their household.

This means students at home should be reading decodable texts that revisit sound and spelling patterns N
already covered in their explicit phonics learning, offered every morning in the early years classrooms
Triciclo and Bicicletta. Students will ideally have a variety of resources for home reading-

e decodable texts for early readers that they can read to their adults

* resources to practice their early literacy skills such as: heart/ speed words, handwriting practice,
literacy games

e picture books and class non-fiction texts to read to children to develop comprehension skills and
vocabulary
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kFor more experienced readers, when their decoding and comprehension skills allow them to read
independently, they can also bring home a larger rotation of novels, graphic texts, picture story books, and
non-fiction texts on topics of interests or to supplement learning happening within the classroom (i.e. in
our inquiry). Even beyond the early years students who are still establishing their mastery of decoding will
still have decodable home reading texts.

How Can You Support Our Child' s Reading?

ing a range of books to students is a valuable activity at any time of day. While children develop their

n reading skills in the classroom, it is vital to hear books read to them for vocabulary and

mprehension development. Families can discuss the cover image and the title, and ask questions as

k they read to their child. (eg. What do you think might happen next?)
Decodable books are written to support synthetic phonics. Decodable books are used to apply and master
knowledge introduced in their phonics lessons. To support students, encourage them to sound out and
blend to read the word.
Fluency is also an important factor in reading fluency and comprehension. As students practice reading
aloud, encourage them to read in normal conversational tone as they begin to decode and read more
words automatically and with less effort. Decodable texts will support third practice and can be read more
than once.

Home Readers
As we transition our classroom libraries, the texts available for your child to borrow will include:

» synthetic phonics » jdeal for newly « expert readers able
based independent readers to engage in mare
* practising taught * arange of texts to complex reading and
skills in context for practice fluency, critical thinking
novice readers comprehension,
prosody, accuracy,
vocabulary,
developmeant
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SWPBS @ BEPS

As part of the SWPBS program we use a Positive Behaviour Matrix. The
matrix focuses on the school values and the behaviours we want to see in
each space. Students have begun to learn about these in class, and it
forms part of our whole school expectations and consistent language.
Over the year we will have a focus on a specific behaviour each fortnight
and we will be teaching these explicitly in class. You will also see these
posters around the school as an opportunity for teachers to re-teach

L' AV behaviours when challenges arise.

A POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR MATRIX
T T T

Being a good sport Following adulis instructions
We S how R ES PECT Participating in learning Following the agreed upon Moving through spaces quietly Keeping our body fo ourselves
b Respecting others opinions rules Being kind

y Using appropriate language

i Taking accountability for our
We show Always frying our best isse::l::l;rrlc?l::i:‘ajml"IJr PRt R— Followingbinstl uctions on how acﬂor?s Y
RESPONSIBILITY b Following classroom routines Being safe around animals ::(;‘Il‘i’:; wheiewreeev:rmcg? Pulfirig our iubbich in the bin
y Being SunSmart Caring for everyone's belongings
Working well with different people
We ShOW Acknowledging different ways of Ensuring everyone has e _— Celebrating everyone’s differences
thinking someone to play with :?:; pushing in and keeping in Acknowledging Couniry
INCLUSION by Accepting people have different Taking furns
needs
We show Being flexible in our thinking Using our imagination We are open fo new ways fo : ;
Listening and considering others Being flexible and considering transition between spaces ::mk? Gk Kb K
CREATIVITY by ideas others ideas safely nking
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Welcome to OSHC

Hello BEPS Community! The first few weeks of school can be tricky to fit into your work schedule, so if
you’re wanting some more time after work, have ongoing or a one-off commitment during a school
evening, or if you’d like your child to socialise and play with children from different learning communities,
we offer a high quality, safe, child directed - before and after school care program.

ave had a great start to 2026, with staff focusing on making the program as fun and inclusive as
sible. We have been engaging in many new activities since we have two new staff members this year
kwho are full of creative ideas!

The children deliver a daily Acknowledgement of country at our meetings in Aftercare. Together with the
children We have been reviewing our approach to the Acknowledgement of Country and implementing
strategies to make them authentic and age- appropriate. We have been collecting children’s feedback in
order to make changes that will include their experience on country.

Bookings for our before and after school care service are available on a casual and permanent basis, if you
are interested, please email the program co-ordinator, Ranita, at Ranita.Swamy@education.vic.gov.au, OR
visit the BEPS website and navigate to the OSHC page.
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- IN THE PLAYGROUND
COME CELEBRATE THE NEVWV SCHOOL YEAR
WITH OUR AMAZING BEPS COMMUNIT

« Sausage Sizzle (GF and Veg options)
Cake stall and watermelon

Pancakes for Pancake Tuesday
Junior and Senior Choir performances
from 3.30pm

Add your ideas to the early stages of
the grounds master plan

BYO Picnic blanket and snacks
Members of the school council and
subcommittees' will be on hand to
explain their roles within the school

'\ ney raised will go towards repairing the kitchen garden green
POuse and caring for the chickens. Any questionsgan be sent to

Fundraisin @beps.vic.edu.au e
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MEET THE
TEACHERS

BEPS LEARNING COMMUNITIES
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TUESDAY 17" FEBRUARY
PREP -5PM -6PMTRICICLO
1/2 - 6PM - 7PM BICICLETTA

THURSDAY 19" FEBRUARY
3/4 - 5PM -6PM ILNIDO
5/6 - 6PM - 7PM TERRA VERDE LOWER
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MEET YOUR CHILD'S
TEACHERS AND SEE THE
g LEARNING SPACE
1
JOIN IN OUR SCHOOL ANY QUESTIONS SPEAK TO
COUNCIL WELCOME PICNIC YOUR LC TEACHERS OR
ON TUESDAY THE FRONT OFFICE
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